
ST. BONIFACE CATHEDRAL:  A Recognized Heritage Building
The St. Boniface Cathedral was designated a Provincial Historical site in 1994, and on January 8th, received a new heritage designation from the City of Winnipeg.

“After some research, I realized that no effort had been made to recognize the Cathedral by the City, says the manager of the Renewal Project, Julie Turenne-Maynard. It seemed necessary to remedy this deficiency.”

The Renewal Project officials submitted their case for historical designation by the City in spring of 2012. “The initiative to get designation is left up to the owners of the historic building, because we do not want to force anyone to take the step towards municipal recognition,” says the City Heritage Conservation Planner, Jennifer Hansell. “Until the 1970-1980s, we approached and encouraged owners in that direction,” she continues. “It is rare that this occurs today."

The most respectable level
Following a visit to the Cathedral site by the Historic Buildings Committee, they determined that the application for designation by those responsible for the Renewal Project was quite reasonable and even highly desirable. “The City voted to place the St. Boniface Cathedral onto its list of designated historical buildings (1), classified Grade I, which is the highest grade,” says Jennifer Hansell.

“Currently, 235 buildings in Winnipeg are identified as Grade III buildings, and only ten are identified as Grade I buildings, which now also includes the St. Boniface Cathedral.”

City recognition of the Cathedral is even more prestigious because it also includes all the grounds surrounding the heritage building. “This is the first time a complete site gets such a recognition,” expressed Julie Turenne-Maynard. “This decision reinforces the importance of the Cathedral for both the Franco-Manitoban and the greater Winnipeg community. It will help us raise funds for the renovation and preservation of the site.”

Restoration and preservation.
The most important advantage of the City’s recognition of the St. Boniface Cathedral is that it ensures the long-term protection of the site. “Other than Mother Nature, nobody can ever demolish the Cathedral,” explains Julie Turenne-Maynard. “Neither the ruins, the modern buildings, nor the cemetery. Only a permit from the City would allow to change these conditions.”

The complete list of the City of Winnipeg’s historical heritage buildings can be found here: http://www.winnipeg.ca/ppd/historic/historic_conservlist.stm. The different areas of the St. Boniface Cathedral and the site that are subject to the City’s protection are thoroughly described.


